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Summary;

The international protection of human rights, including religious minorities rights, has
mainly developed through instruments adopted under the framework of the United Nations.
This article focuses on legal protection of minority rights, particularly religious minorities,
under international instruments. It sheds light on the participation of Arab Mashreq states in
the preparation of the above mentioned instruments, theirs positions in the elaboration and
their multiples reservations. It offers an objective analysis of the issue of religious minorities
in the Arab Mashreq region and the necessity to full respect of their rights in order to build
states of citizen ship.
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Groupe de travail sur les minorités, "Définition des minorités”, document E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.5/
1996/WP.1, 14 (février 1996), p. 5.
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